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List of questions submitted by the parliamentary groups  

 

I. Human rights in Israel and the Palestinian territories in the international context  

1. As a Jewish and democratic state, Israel is in a special position as a result of both its history and its 

geographical circumstances within the Middle East region. In your view, what implications does 

this have for the way in which human rights are understood and respected, particularly by 

comparison with neighbouring countries? (CDU/CSU)  

2. So-called “Islamic State”, the militant Islamist terrorist group, is also threatening the security of the 

Israeli population in a particularly aggressive way. There is a direct connection between security, 

freedom and respect for human rights. How is Israel countering this threat and what effects can be 

expected for Israeli society? (CDU/CSU)  

3. Given the dramatically changed political situation in the entire Middle East, has there been a 

change in the importance which the international community attaches to the classic Middle East 

conflict between Israel and Palestine, and if so, what are the consequences of this for the peace 

process and human rights in Israel and Palestine? (SPD)  

4. What is your view on the (lack of) progress with regard to the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip, 

with particular reference to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism and the actions of the 

international community? (The Left Party)  

5. What share of responsibility for the human rights violations in the occupied  

Palestinian territories rests, in your view, with the United States and the EU Member States – both 

at political and diplomatic level and in the form of arms exports and support for Israeli arms 

projects and the security cooperation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority? (The Left 

Party)  

6. In your view, what balance of pressure from within Israeli and Palestinian society and external 

pressure is necessary so that an improvement in the human rights situation can be achieved? 

(Alliance 90/The Greens)  

    



II. The implementation of human rights in Israel and the Palestinian territories   

1. What importance is attached to the human right to freedom of religion in Israel, what status do 

religious minorities have there, and how is the human right to freedom of religion respected and 

implemented in the Palestinian territories, particularly with regard to the Arab Christian minority 

living there? (CDU/CSU)  

2. What are the biggest human rights problems in Israel’s and Palestine’s justice systems, and what 

tools are available to the international community in order to strengthen the rule of law in both 

countries and improve the lot of those who are caught up in the machinery of the law? (SPD)  

3. In mid-April, over 1000 Palestinians went on hunger strike in protest against their detention 

conditions. What is your view of the detention conditions for Palestinians at the moment? How 

high a proportion do children and young people make up of the total number of Palestinian 

prisoners, especially since the beginning of the “knife intifada”?  

What are their detention conditions like? What is the trend regarding the number of  

“administrative detainees”? (Alliance 90/The Greens)  

III. Civil society’s role and leeway   

1. What is your opinion of the restrictive NGO law in Israel? Is it a sign that the right to freedom of 

expression and association is at risk and that a democratic politics based on human rights is losing 

ground? (SPD)  

2. What is your view of the capacity for action of the Israeli peace movement and of human rights 

defenders in Israel against the backdrop of attacks by both the Israeli government and various 

groups in society, and also against the backdrop of a legal situation which has become much more 

restrictive in recent years, a trend which is continuing? (The Left Party)  

3. What is your view of the “shrinking space” for human rights defenders in Israeli and Palestinian 

society? (Alliance 90/The Greens)  


